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The Big Idea Podcast: “How does Language Work”. BBC. (Adapted) 

Listen and answer the questions below using the information in the recording. Use complete sentences. 

1. What fact about language ability is apparently a myth? 

 

2. Why does the speaker compare our vocabularies to book collections? 

 

3. According to the speaker, how much more vocabulary do bilingual speakers have? 

 

4. What is the lever system in our brain for? 

 

5. When is the head of the left chordate especially active? 

 

6. What difference is there between the brains of people with higher and lower vocabularies? 

 

7. In what ways does Kathy Price say the bilingual brain changes? 

 

8. Why do bilinguals react faster at stoplights? 

 

9. How big is the difference in reaction time between monolinguals and bilinguals? 

 

10. What is the main reason to learn another language cited by the speaker? 
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Chrystina Russell: “A Path to Higher Education and Employment for Refugees”. TED Talks. (Adapted) 

Listen and answer the questions below using the information in the recording. Use complete sentences. 

1. What happened when Saida Aden Said had to flee with her family? How did she feel? 

 

2. Why did Noria Dambrine Dusabireme decide to pursue higher education? 

 

3. What conclusion has the humanitarian community reached about the refugee crisis? 

 

4. How is the Global Education Movement’s project audacious? 

 

5. Which countries are participating in the project? 

 

6. How many students have completed four-year degrees? 

 

7. Why aren’t there deadlines in this programme? 

 

8. What additional support is provided for students? 

 

 

 

9. What are the benefits of participating in an internship? 

 

10. What is meant by the expression “shake the tree”? 


